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Please find the following on our website under Environmental Documents, Noticing and
Attachments (https://www.lassencounty.org/dept/planning-and-building-
services/environmental-documents-noticing-and-attachments):

e Application Package
e Initial Study #2021-006
e Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration
¢ Notice of Informal Consultation 2022 & 2018 Comments
e Division of Mine Reclamation Comments
e Technical Review Comments
e Appendices
o Chico State Northeast Information Center Letter (archaeological records)
o Final Hydrology Report Package
o Biological Survey Report
o Haul Road Drainage Study


https://www.lassencounty.org/dept/planning-and-building-services/environmental-documents-noticing-and-attachments
https://www.lassencounty.org/dept/planning-and-building-services/environmental-documents-noticing-and-attachments

LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

FILE NUMBER:
PROPERTYOWNER/ADMINISTRATOR:
OPERATOR/APPLICANT

TYPE OF APPLICATION:

GENERAL LOCATION:

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER(S):
PROJECT SITE ZONING:

GENERAL PLAN:

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:
APPEAL:

STAFF CONTACT:

STAFF REPORT

June 6, 2023

IS #2021-006, UP #2021-009, RP #2021-003
Avalanche Funding, LLC/Bureau of Land Management
Geofortis Minerals, LLC

Initial Study, Use Permit, Reclamation Plan

The project site is in Lassen County approximately 5.5
miles north of the intersection of US Highway (Hwy) 395
and California State Route 70

145-030-016-000; 145-050-004-000, 145-050-012-000,
and 145-030-017-000

A-1 (General Agricultural District)

Extensive Agriculture

Initial Study

Board of Supervisors, Lassen County Environmental
Review Guidelines Section 6(f), 10 days

Cortney Flather, Natural Resources Coordinator

AUTHORITY FOR APPLICATION:

Lassen County Environmental Review Guidelines (Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 01-043)
section 7(a)(1) establishes the procedure for the Mitigated Negative Declaration process.

REGULATING AGENCIES:

Agency
Planning Commission

Department of Conservation,
Division of Mine Reclamation

Lassen County Air Pollution
Control District (APCD)

Identified Permits / Approvals

Approval

Review and Approval

Authority to Construct/Permit to Operate

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board Permit for Storm Water Discharges associated

(LRWQCB)

with Construction and Land Disturbance

Lassen County Environmental Health Department Permit Issuance (storing hazardous materials)

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)  Encroachment Permit

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

(CDFW)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Lake and Streambed Alteration
Permit/Agreement

Permitting under 8404 of the Clean Water Act



PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Proposal for a Use Permit and Reclamation Plan for an approximately 83-acre pozzolan (solid
material commonly used in concrete as a replacement or a supplement for Portland cement) surface
mine. If approved, the permit would allow for mining and screening operations up to seven days a
week (7 a.m. to 7 p.m.) and allow for approximately 10.61 million cubic yards (500,000 cubic yards
annually) of material to be mined with a proposed end date of 2070. Reclamation is proposed to be
concurrent with mining operations and the proposed use after mining is wildlife habitat/open space.

PROJECT AND SUROUNDING SITE CHARACTERISTICS:

The proposed Project site is located on vacant land off of Hwy 395, approximately 14 miles south of
Doyle and approximately 5.5 miles north of the intersection of US Hwy 395 and California State
Route 70. The proposed mine would be located on four separate parcels owned by Avalanche
Funding LLC and one parcel administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The
privately-owned parcels are split-estate land where the Federal Government retains the mineral
rights administered by the BLM.

The proposed Project site is undisturbed (apart from some roadways and power transmission
corridors) with a cover of sagebrush, grasses and dispersed Utah juniper (Juniperus osteosperm).
The general topography of the area is hilly terrain and generally slopes to the north.

White woolly buckwheat, also known as ochre-flowered buckwheat, (Eriogonum ochrocephalum
var. ochrocephalum) was found in several areas throughout the Project site. This species is
considered ‘rare, threatened or endangered’ in California and is rated 2B.2 by the California Native
Plant Society (CNPS). Species with this rating are eligible for state listing under the California
Endangered Species Act.

GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING:

The subject parcels are zoned A-1 which includes all the unincorporated territory of the county not
indicated specifically to be used for precise districts of agriculture, residential, commercial,
manufacturing, open space, institutional, conservation, timber production, floodplain or airport
(Lassen County Code 18.16.010). Mining or processing of precious metal or mineral resources,
including sand and gravel mining and hot plants is a use allowed by use permit for parcels zoned A-
1.

The site has a land use designation of Extensive Agriculture (Lassen County General Plan, 2000)
which accommodates natural resource-related production facilities, including but not limited to:
mineral extraction and processing, including asphalt and similar plants.

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES:

Adjacent lands are primarily zoned as A-1 with one property to the south zoned as A-1/U-C (Upland
Conservation District). Many of the surrounding parcels are administered by the BLM. The land



where the project is located is not designated as prime agriculture or as an agricultural preserve
(Williamson Act contract).

The closest residences are approximately 2.6 miles south of the Project site on the west side of Hwy
395 and approximately 3 miles south of the Project site on the east side of Hwy 395.

DISCUSSION:

The BLM completed a common variety determination on September 11, 2020 which verified that
certain deposits underlying the claims consist of an uncommon variety mineral material subject to
location under the General Mining Law of 1872. This mining law opened public lands of the United
States to mineral acquisition by the location and maintenance of mining claims (in this case,
Geofortis, LLC acquired the mining claims). Mineral deposits available for acquisition through this
act are commonly called “locatable minerals” which are: (a) recognized as a mineral by the standard
experts, (b) are not subject to disposal under some other law, and (c) make the land more valuable
for mining than for farming.

Civil Code Section 848 reads, in part, that “the owner of mineral rights, as defined by Section
883.110, in real property shall give a written notice prior to the first entry to the owner of the real
property who is listed as the assessee on the current local assessment roll...” Geofortis Minerals,
LLC, sent Avalanche Funding, LLC a “Notice of Intent to Access Property and Permit Mine” on
December 15, 2021.

The project site is within a geographic area that has been identified as traditionally and culturally
affiliated with the Washoe tribe which requires notice to any tribe, pursuant to Assembly Bill 52.
Letters pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 were sent on August 20, 2018 and March 28, 2022.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:

The Environmental Review Officer prepared an Initial Study, which identifies potentially significant
impacts in the following categories, and mitigation measures have been identified to reduce said
impacts to a less than significant level:

Aesthetics

Air Quality

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources (Paleontological Resources)
Population and Housing

Public Services

Utilities and Service Systems

Due to these potentially significant impacts being reduced to less than significant with mitigation
measures incorporated, the ERO has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration. Please refer to the
attached Initial Study for additional information.



TECHNICAL REVIEW FINDINGS and/or RECOMMENDATIONS:

A Technical Review request letter was sent out on April 25, 2023. The recommended findings and
conditions can be found in the attachments.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

Pursuant to section 15074(b), prior to approving a project, the decision-making body of the lead
agency shall consider the proposed negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration together
with any comments received during the public review process. The decision-making body shall adopt
the proposed negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration only if it finds on the basis of
the whole record before it (including the initial study and any comments received), that there is no
substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the
negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration reflects the lead agency’s independent
judgment and analysis.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff has reviewed the enclosed Use Permit 2021-009 and Reclamation Plan 2021-003 and has found
it to be consistent with Lassen County Code, Section 9.60.040 and Public Resources Code, Section
2710 et seq. (SMARA). Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a resolution
approving Use Permit #2021-009, Reclamation Plan #2021-003, with conditions, and the Mitigated
Negative Declaration as the environmental document for this project.

MANDATORY FINDINGS:

The following findings shall be made by the Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors, as
applicable, in conjunction with any other findings which may be considered for the approval or
denial of a use permit amendment:

(a) That the project will or will not, under the circumstances of the particular case, be
detrimental to the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort, and general welfare of persons
residing or working in the neighborhood of such use, nor be detrimental or injurious to
property and improvements in the neighborhood or to the general welfare.

(b) That the project is or is not consistent with the Lassen County General Plan, 2000.



RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVING
EXTENSION TO INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN #5-01-87, VIEWLAND LLC, FOR
APPROVED RECLAMATION PLAN #3-01-88.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County, after due notice has considered
on June 6, 2023 the extension to approved Interim Management Plan #5-01-87, Viewland LLC,
to allow for a continued temporary plan of mining operations to be in effect during idle
production periods. The proposed extension to the Interim Management Plan is to be in effect for
no more than five years and must address the requirements of Public Resources Code 2770(h).
The existing mining operation is located off Highway 395, 5 miles northeast of Litchfield, CA.
A.P.N.: 119-190-05; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County is responsible for the
consideration and approval of the proposed extension to approved Interim Management Plan #5-
01-87; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Review Officer of the County of Lassen has determined
that Interim Management Plans, and therefore extensions to Interim Management Plans, are not
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as they are not considered a
“project” as defined by Section 15378 of the Guidelines and SMARA Section 2770(h)(1).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct.

2. The Lassen County Planning Commission finds as follows:

a. The proposed extension to Interim Management Plan #5-01-87 is consistent with
Lassen County Code, Section 9.60.120 Interim Management Plans (d).

b. The proposed extension to Interim Management Plan #5-01-87 will be in effect
for no more than five years from the date of its approval and will address the
requirements of Public Resources Code, Section 2770(h).

c. The proposed extension to Interim Management Plan #5-01-87 shall be
considered void should the associated Use Permit expire or be revoked, regardless
of the status of the approved Interim Management Plan.



RESOLUTION NO.

3. The Planning Commission hereby concurs with the Environmental Review Officer that
the Interim Management Plan, and therefore the extension to that Interim Management
Plan, is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as it is not
considered a “project” as defined by Section 15378 of the Guidelines and SMARA
Section 2770(h)(1).

4. The Planning Commission hereby approves the extension to Interim Management Plan
#5-01-87, Viewland LLC, subject to conditions established in the original Interim
Management Plan approval, through Resolution No. 6-01-13 (Exhibit A).

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the County of
Lassen, State of California, on the 6™ day of June, 2023, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
Chairman
Lassen County Planning Commission
ATTEST:

Maurice L. Anderson, Secretary
Lassen County Planning Commission



Geofortis Pozzolan Mine Vicinity Map
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Initial Study A@@ﬁﬂ@a&a@m
FILING FEE: $2,000 and EN
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES
707 Nevada Street, Suite 5 - Susanvills, CA 26130-3912
(530) 251-8269 - (530) 251-8373 (fax)
www.co.lassen.ca.us

EALTHFEE: $85 (AR 2 8 2027

LASSEN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF

v PR QER) b}
PLANNING AND Rl DING § RYICE.

Form must be typed or printed clearly in black or blue ink. All sections must be completed in full.

This application consists of three pages; only attach additional sheets if necessary. FILE NO.
Property Owner/s Mineral Estate Property Owner/s

Name: Geofortis Minerals LLC/ David McMurtry | Name:  Avalanche Funding/Fred Orr
Mailing Address: 30 'S Topele Bivd. Mailing Address: 5040 Acoma Street
City, ST, Zip:  Tooele, UT 84074 City, ST, Zip:  Denver, CO 80216-2010
Telephone: 925-348-3535 Fax: Telephone: Fax:

Email: dmcmurtry@geofortis.com Email:

Applicant/Authorized Representative*

Agent (Land Surveyor/Engineer/Consultant)

Same as above: [} Correspondence also sent to: O

Name: Name:

Mailing Address: Mailing Address:

City, ST, Zip: City, ST, Zip:

Telephone: Fax: Telephone: Fax:

Email: Email: License #:

Project Address or Specific Location:

Deed Reference: Book: Page: Year: Doc#:

Zoning: General Plan Designation:  Extensive Agriculture
Parcel Size (acreage): Section: 11814 Township: 23N Range: 17E
Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): 145 -030 - 16 145 - 050 - 04 145 -050 - 12

Project Description:

Surface mining and reclamation plan for natural pozzolan (Lassenite).

SIGNATURE OF PROPERTY OWNER(S): I HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT: I have read this application and state
that the information given is both true and correct to the best of my
knowledge. 1 agree to comply with all County ordinances and State laws

*SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT/AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE (Representative may sign application on behalf

of the property owner only if Letter of Authorization from the owner/s is
provided).

congeraing this application.
f § ;//ﬁ/”//g///;ﬁ/? Date: 5 /o5 /7_1_ Date:
e ’ / Date: Date:

PL\Forms\Bones\Planning\Initial Study App1/9/2020

85




Initial Study Application

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:

A. Describe the project site as it exists before the project, including information on size of parcel, topography,
soil stability, plants and animals, and any cultural, historic or scenic aspects. Describe any existing structures

on the site, and the use of the structure. Attach photographs of the site (optional).
Project site is approximately 160 acres of vacant land with scrub sagebrush vegetation. Soil is sandy loam,

and is gently rolling hills. Animals include small mammals, rodents and deer. No known significant
cultural or historic properties were found during studies. Highway 395 is designated as a scenic corridor
in the General Plan. There are no existing structures.
B. Describe the surrounding properties, including information on plants and animals and any cultural,
historical, or scenic aspects. Indicate the type and intensity of the land use (residential, commercial,
agricultural, etc.). Attach photographs of the vicinity (optional).
Surrounding properties are similar. There is a permitted Lassenite mining operation on the east side of

Highway 395.

Slope of Property:

(Approx. percentage of property having following slopes) 60 (0-8%)
8 (9-15%)
15 (16-20%)
5 (over 20%)

List all county, state, federal, or regional agencies from which a permit or approval is required:
Use Permit and Reclamation Permit from Lassen County; Plan of Operations from BLM; SWPPP General

permit from SWRCB

Has any form of environmental document been prepared for the project:
Yes X If yes, attach. No

List districts involved:
Environmental Assessment approved by the BLM, Sierra Front Office

Cultural, Wildlife and Paleontology Reports have been prepared.

Are there any natural or man-made drainage channels through or adjacent to the property?
There are intermittent flowing drainage channels through a portion of the property (see Mining Plan).

(Name and/or type of drainage channels)

Are the following items applicable to the project or its effects? Discuss below all items checked ‘yes’ (attach
additional sheets as necessary).

NOTE: Applicant may be required to submit additional data and information if deemed necessary by the
Environmental Review Officer or Lead Agency.

YES NO
X 1. Change in lake, stream, or other body of water or ground water quality, or
alteration of existing drainage patters.
X 2. Change in dust, ash, smoke, fumes, or odors in vicinity.
3. Change in existing features of any bodies of water, live or intermittent streams,
X hills, or substantial alteration of ground contours.

PL\Forms\Bones\Planning\Initial Study App1/9/2020 86
Page 2of 3



Mitlia%

>

X

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Initial Study Application

Substantial change in demand for public services (police, fire, water, sewage,
etc.).

Significant amounts of solid waste or litter.
Will road or access construction involve grade alteration, cut and/or fill?

Could the project create a traffic hazard or congestion on the immediate street
system or cause excessive vehicular noise?

Change in scenic views or vistas from existing residential areas or public lands or
roads.

Substantial change in existing noise or vibration levels in the vicinity.

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous materials, such as toxic substances,
flammables, or explosives.

Change in pattern, scale, or character of land use in the general area of the
project.

Substantially increase energy consumption (electricity, heat, fuel, etc.).
Relationship to a larger project or series of projects.

Would the proposed project vary from standards or plans adopted by any
agencies (such as air, water, noise, etc.)?

Will the removal or logging of timber be part of the project?

ation Measures proposed by the Property Owner/Applicant:
ease see Mining Plan for discussion of reclamation plan, operating methods, and schedule. For visual

impact, the plan has been designed to minimize visibility of the mining operation from Highway 395 by

preserving high points between the operations and the highway.

PI\Farms\Ranes\Plannino\Initial Qtndv Ann/0/7000 87



HECEIVED
USE PERMIT APPLICATION
FILING FEE: CLASS 1 $742; CLASS 2 $1,350; CLASS 3 $1,350
and ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FEE: $85
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES
707 Nevada Street, Suite 5 - Susanville, CA 96130-3912

MAR 2 8 2022

LASSEN COUNTY DEPARTME

(530) 251-8269 - (530) 251-8373 (fax)

www'co'lassen',gf}lﬁf\]//\lﬁ AND BRI Jii DING SFF

Form must be typed or printed clearly in black or blue ink. All sections must be completed in full.

This application consists of one page; only attach additional sheets if necessary. FILE NO.
Property Owner/s \Mineral Estate Property Owner/s

Name:  Geofortis Minerals, LLC/David McMurtry Name: Avalanche Funding/Fred Orr
Mailing Address: 30 S_ Tooele Blvd. Mailing Address: 5040 Acoma Street

iy SLE Tooele ,UT 84074 City, ST. 2P panver, CO 80216-2010
Telephone:  925.348-3535  Fax: Telephone: Fax:

Email:  dmcmurtry@geofortis.com Email:

Applicant/Authorized Representative*
Same as above: []

Agent (Land Surveyor/Engineer/Consultant)
Correspondence lso sent to: [_]

Name:  Geofortis Minerals, LLC/David McMurtry Name: Broadbent & Associates

Mailing Address: 30 S, Tooele Blvd. Mailing Address: 8 West Pacific Ave

Gty 55 A Tooele ,UT 84074 City, ST Zip:  Henderson, NV 89015

Telephone: 925-348-3535 Fax: Telephone:  702-563-0600  Fax: 702-563-0610

Email: dmcmurtry@geofortis.com Email: |roy @broadbentinc.comlicense #:

Text
Project Address or Specific Location:
Deed Reference: Book: Page: Year: Doc#:
Zoning: General Plan Designation:  Extensive Agriculture
Parcel Size (acreage): Section: 11&14  Township: 23N Range: 17E
Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): 145 - 030 - 16 145 -050 - 04 145 -050 - 12

Project Description:

Surface mine and reclamation plan for natural pozzolan (Lassenite). See mining plan.

SIGNATURE OF PROPERTY OWNER(S): 1 HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT: I have read this application and state
that the information given is both true and correct to the best of my
knowledge. 1 agree to comply with all County ordinances and State laws
concerningthis application.

*SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT/AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE (Representative may sign application on behalf

of the property owner only if Letter of Authorization from the owner/s is
provided).

Date:

at

é/y/;/%/é% Date:s/LS/LV
S / Date:

Date:

See associated process form for required attachments and instructions.

PL\Forms\Bones\Planning\Use Permit App\1/9/20
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USE PERMIT PROJECT DETAIL SUPPLEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES
707 Nevada Street, Suite 5 - Susanville, CA 96130-3912
(530) 251-8269 - (530) 251-8373 (fax)
www.co.lassen.ca.us

FILE NO
Form must be typed or printed clearly in black or blue ink. This supplement consists of three pages.

Please complete the following application supplement and attach to the Use Permit Application. Answer all questions that are related
to the proposed use.

1. Proposed timeframe for the project and completion of each major phase (i.e., when structures and

improvements will be completed): Please see Mining Plan for proposed phasing.

2. Existing use of property: Vacant

3. Describe adjoining land uses (e.g., residential, commercial, agricultural, etc.). Please be as specific
as possible.
North: Vacant BLM land

South: Vacant BLM land

East: Vacant BLM land
West: Vacant BLM land
Seasonal Daylight Hours . Typically 5 days/week, 7 in Peak S
4. Hours of proposed operation: to 78 Days of operation: e 1}:2 i
5. Number of shifts:_Typically 1 shift Number of employees:2-> tYPically, with up to 5 additional
during contract mining Operations
6. Number of deliveries or pick-ups: Avg 35; Peak 55 per day Avg 190; Peak 38¢yer week
7. Number of visitors/customers: 0 per day negligible per week
8. Will the project increase noise levels in the immediate area? M Yes 0 No
If yes, anticipated noise levels in decibels at:
50 feet_ 82 100 feet_ 79 Property Line_85

9. Describe existing structures and improvements to be used in conjunction with the proposed use,

including their floor area: Temporary or Mobile Equipment and support

10. Maximum height (in feet) of existing structures:__None

11. Maximum height (in feet) of proposed structures:_None

89



Use Permit Project Detail Supplement
Page 2 of 3

12. Describe any existing structures to be removed:_None

13. Describe proposed structures and improvements (e.g., buildings, parking, roads, and sewer services,

etc.). Please include dimensions and floor area:_ No buildings. Mining roads as shown in Mining Plan

14. Describe the topography and physical environment at and surrounding the project site:
Rolling hills and vacant land with native sagebrush and occasional coniferous trees

15. Describe proposed exterior lighting, including location (attach lighting diagram if applicable):
No permanent lighting

16. Will the project include or result in grading, including anticipated grading at project buildout?

xl Yes O No If yes, approximate total surface area to be disturbed by site grading:
sq. ft. or_83 acres
Quantity of cut:__8.5million  cubic yards Quantity of fill:_0 cubic yards

17. Percentage of site to be covered by impervious surfaces (e.g., roads, driveways, and structures),

including estimated impervious surfaces at project buildout:__ 0%

18. Number of existing parking spaces: 0 employee 0 customer
Number of proposed parking spaces: 10 employee 4 customer

Describe surfacing of parking area;_unpaved

Please attach a parking plan showing existing and proposed parking facilities. Please se;: Mhin%ng Plan for
propose asing.
19. Please attach a detailed plot plan, drawn to scale, showing all existing and propose imprgvelﬂé%ﬁse see

Mining Plan

for proposed

21. Please indicate how the following services will be provided to serve the project, including nampiofthg.
service provider:

Electricity: None Underground OO Overhead O
Telephone: Cellmaranly Underground 00 Overhead O

Water Supply: Existing Well X New Well(s) O Community Water (1
Other [0  Wellis located at approx. lat 39.867771 long -120.048319 on parcel 145-03-022

20. For commercial, industrial and institutional developments, please attach a landscaping plan.

Sewage Disposal: Individual Septic System [0 Community Sewer [J Shared Septic System (I

If individual septic systems are proposed, has soil testing been performed to determine soil
suitability? [ Yes O No If yes, please attach

PLA/Forms/Use Permit Project Detail 2/07/2012 90



Use Permit Project Detail Supplement
Page 3 of 3

Solid Waste Disposal: _Operator removal

LP/Natural Gas: None

If an extension of utility lines is necessary, indicate which services and the distance of the

extension:  None

22. Please provide the names of the following districts, if applicable:
High School:__ Herlong High

Elementary School:__Sierra Primary

Fire Protection:

Community Services District:

Water:

Sewer:

Other:

23. List all county, state, regional or federal agencies from which a permit or approval is or may be

required, including type of permit required:

BLM - Plan of Operations;

Lassen County - Conditional Use Permit;

SWRCB - Storm Water General Permit

PLA/Forms/Usc Permit Project Detail 2/07/2012 91





