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LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

September 6, 2022 

FILE NUMBER: 1997-4 

PROPERTY OWNER: 

OPERATOR: 

United States Department of the Interior, 

Bureau of Land Management 

California Department of Transportation 

TYPE OF APPLICATION:          Interim Management Plan (IMP) Extension 

GENERAL LOCATION: Madeline, CA 

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER(S): 019-110-007

PROJECT SITE ZONING: U-C-2 (Upland Conservation/Resource Management)

GENERAL PLAN: Extensive Agriculture

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: Exempt (See Discussion)

ASSIGNED STAFF: Cortney Flather, Natural Resources Technician

AUTHORITY FOR APPLICATION:   

Lassen County Code, Section 9.60.120 Interim Management Plan (d) 

California Public Resources Code, Section 2770(h)(2) and 2727.1 

REGULATING AGENCIES:   

Regulatory authority for the proposed use includes, but is not limited to, the following agencies: 

Agency Required Permits / Approvals 

Lassen County Planning Commission  IMP extension approval 

State of California Department of 

Conservation, Division of Mine 

Reclamation 

 IMP extension review 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Proposal for a five-year extension of existing IMP #1997-4 

(approved by Planning Commission on July 5, 2012 by Resolution #7-03-12), to allow for the 

continuation of the temporary plan of mining operations, to be in effect during idle production 

periods. The existing approved IMP is considered a minor amendment of approved Reclamation 

Plan #1997-4. The IMP was extended on July 5, 2017 by Resolution 7-03-17 and the proposed 

extension will renew said IMP for an additional period not to exceed five years which is the final 

allowable extension pursuant to Public Resources Code § 2770(h)(2)(A). The surface mining 

operation is currently situated on 6 acres of a 21.49-acre parcel managed by the Bureau of Land 

Management. The subject parcel is zoned U-C-2 (Upland Conservation/Resource Management 

District) and is designated Extensive Agriculture by the Lassen County General Plan, 2000. The 

surface mining operation is located approximately 300 feet east of Highway 395 and 70 miles 

northeast of Susanville, CA via Highway 395.  
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PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE: 

An IMP is required by the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, and can be extended according 

to Public Resource Code § 2770(h) as follows:  

2770 (h)(1) Within 90 days of a surface mining operation becoming idle, as defined in 

Section 2727.1, the operator shall submit to the lead agency for review and approval, an 

interim management plan. The review and approval of an interim management plan shall 

not be considered a project for purposes of Division 13 (commencing with Section 

21000). The approved interim management plan shall be considered an amendment to 

the surface mining operation’s approved reclamation plan, for the purposes of this 

chapter. The interim management plan shall provide measures the operator will 

implement to maintain the site in compliance with the chapter, including, but not limited 

to, all permit conditions.  

(2) The interim management plan may remain in effect for a period not to exceed five

years, at which time the lead agency shall do one of the following:

(A) Renew the interim management plan for an additional period no to exceed five

years, which may be renewed for one additional five-year renewal period at

the expiration of the first five-year renewal period, if the lead agency finds

that the surface mining operator has complied fully with the interim

management plan.

(B) Require the surface mining operator to commence reclamation in accordance

with its approved reclamation plan.

According to Public Resources Code § 2727.1, “idle” is defined as follows: 

"Idle" means to curtail for a period of one year or more surface mining operations by more 

than 90 percent of the operation's previous maximum annual mineral production, with the 

intent to resume those surface mining operations at a future date. 

LASSEN COUNTY CODE: 

An existing IMP may be extended according to Lassen County Code § 9.60.120(d) as follows: 

9.60.120 Interim management plans. 

(d) The interim management plan may remain in effect for a period not to exceed five

years, at which time the planning commission may renew the plan for another period not

to exceed five years or require the surface mining operator to commence reclamation in

accordance with its approved reclamation plan. (Ord. 509 § 2, 1992).

GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING: 

The subject parcel is zoned U-C-2 (Upland Conservation/Resource Management District) and is 

designated Extensive Agriculture by the Lassen County General Plan, 2000 
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DISCUSSION: On June 4, 1997 the Lassen County Planning Commission approved 

Reclamation Plan #1997-4. The approved Reclamation Plan allows for the operation of an open-

pit aggregate mine on 6 acres of a 21.49-acre parcel. Operations include mining of sand and 

gravel on an intermittent, as needed basis.  

On July 5, 2012, the Planning Commission approved IMP #1997-4, to allow for a temporary plan 

of mining operations to be in effect during idle production periods (Resolution No. 7-03-12). On 

July 5, 2017, the Planning Commission approved an IMP extension request (Resolution No. 7-

03-17). The IMP is considered a minor amendment to the approved Reclamation Plan #1997-4

and is to be in effect for no more than five years from the date of approval and must address the

requirements of Public Resource Code 2770(h).

On July 18, 2022, the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services, acting as 

the Lead Agency for the implementation of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, received a 

request from the mine operator for a five-year extension of the aforementioned approved IMP 

#1997-4.  

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: IMPs, and therefore extensions to IMPs, are not subject to 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as they are not considered a “project” as 

defined by Section 15378 of the Guidelines and SMARA Section 2770(h)(1). 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff has reviewed the enclosed request to extend approved 

Interim Management Plan #1997-4 and finds that it meets Lassen County Code Section 9.60.120 

and Public Resources Code Section 2770(h), and that the surface mining operator has complied 

fully with the Interim Management Plan to date.  

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a resolution approving the extension to 

Interim Management Plan #1997-4. 
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RESOLUTION NO. __________

RESOLUTION OF THE LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVING 

EXTENSION TO INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN #1997-4, CA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, FOR APPROVED RECLAMATION PLAN #1997-4. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County, after due notice has considered 

on September 6, 2022 the extension to approved Interim Management Plan #1997-4, California 

Department of Transportation, to allow for a continued temporary plan of mining operations to 

be in effect during idle production periods. The proposed extension to the Interim Management 

Plan is to be in effect for no more than five years and must address the requirements of Public 

Resources Code 2770(h). The existing mining operation is located approximately 300 feet east of 

Highway 395 and 70 miles northeast of Susanville, CA via Highway 395. A.P.N.: 119-110-007; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County is responsible for the 

consideration and approval of the proposed extension to approved Interim Management Plan 

#1997-4 (which was a minor amendment to the approved Reclamation Plan #1997-4 and was 

approved by resolution #7-03-12); and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered and approved on July 5, 2017 an 

extension to Interim Management Plan #1997-4 (Resolution No. 7-03-17), California 

Department of Transportation; and  

WHEREAS, the Environmental Review Officer of the County of Lassen has determined 

that Interim Management Plans, and therefore extensions to Interim Management Plans, are not 

subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as they are not considered a 

“project” as defined by Section 15378 of the Guidelines and Public Resources Code (PRC) 

Section 2770(h)(1). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct.

2. The Lassen County Planning Commission finds as follows:

a. The proposed extension to Interim Management Plan #1997-4 is consistent with

Lassen County Code, Section 9.60.120 Interim Management Plans (d).

b. The proposed extension to Interim Management Plan #1997-4 will be in effect for

no more than five years from the date of its approval and will address the

requirements of Public Resources Code, Section 2770(h).
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RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 

c. The proposed extension to Interim Management Plan #1997-4 shall be considered

void should the associated Bureau of Land Management Permit expire or be

revoked, regardless of the status of the approved Interim Management Plan.

3. The Planning Commission hereby concurs with the Environmental Review Officer that

the Interim Management Plan, and therefore the extension to that Interim Management

Plan, is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as it is not

considered a “project” as defined by Section 15378 of the Guidelines and SMARA

Section 2770(h)(1).

4. The Planning Commission hereby approves the extension to Interim Management Plan

#1997-4, California Department of Transportation.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the County of 

Lassen, State of California, on the 6th day of September, 2022, by the following vote: 

AYES:  __________________________________________________________________ 

NOES:  __________________________________________________________________ 

ABSTAIN: __________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: __________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________ 

   Chairman        

          Lassen County Planning Commission 

ATTEST: 

_______________________ 

Maurice L. Anderson, Secretary 

Lassen County Planning Commission 
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