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TO: Technical Advisory Committee 

 Agenda Date: January 6, 2021 

 

FROM:  Maurice L. Anderson, Director 

 

RE:  Amendment to Reclamation Plan #1999-102 

 CA Mine ID # 91-18-0045, Bridge Creek Cinder Pit 

  

Project Description 

 

INTERIM MANAGEMENT PLAN #1999-102, Sierra Pacific Industries. Proposal for an Interim 

Management Plan (IMP) to allow for a temporary plan of mining operations to be in effect during idle 

production periods, when operations are reduced by more than 90 percent of maximum production 

over the last five years. The proposed IMP is considered a minor amendment to approved Reclamation 

Plan #1999-102 and must address the requirements of Lassen County Code, Section 9.60.120 and 

Public Resources Code, Section 2770(h). An approved IMP may remain in effect for a period not to 

exceed five years, with two additional five-year extensions available at the request of the applicant. 

IMPs are not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as they are not considered 

a “project” as defined by Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines and SMARA, Section 2770(h)(1). 

The surface mining operation is situated on approximately 12 acres of a 597.7-acre parcel, owned by 

Sierra Pacific Land and Timber Company. The subject parcel is zoned T-P-Z (Timber Production 

Zone) and is designated Extensive Agriculture by the Lassen County General Plan 2000. The parcel is 

located approximately one mile north of Hwy 44 in Lassen County, 20 miles west-northwest of 

Susanville. A.P.N. 087-130-005-000. Staff Contact: Cortney Flather, Natural Resources Technician. 
 

The Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services finds as follows: 

 

1. An Interim Management Plan (IMP) is required by the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 

(SMARA), outlined by PRC, Sections 2710-2796, when a mining operation is “Idle.”  

 

 a)  "Idle" means that an operator of a surface mining operation has curtailed 

production at the surface mining operation, with the intent to resume the 

surface mining operation at a future date, for a period of one year or 

more by more than 90 percent of its maximum annual mineral 

production within any of the last five years during which an interim 

management plan has not been approved (PRC, Sec. 2727.1). 

 

(b) Within 90 days of a surface mining operation becoming idle, as defined in Section 

2727.1, the operator shall submit to the lead agency (planning department) for review 

and approval, an interim management plan (PRC, Sec. 2770(h)).  
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(c) The interim management plan shall be processed as an amendment to the   

 reclamation plan and shall not be considered a project for the purposes of   

 environmental review (PRC, Sec. 2770(h)). 

 

(d) The interim management plan shall fully comply with the requirements of SMARA, 

PRC, Section 2770(h) and shall provide measures the operator will implement to 

maintain the site in compliance with SMARA, including, but not limited to, all 

conditions of the use permit and/or reclamation plan. 

 

(e) Financial assurances required by Section 2773.1 shall remain in effect during the period 

that the surface mining operation is idle. If the surface mining operation is still idle after 

the expiration of its interim management plan, it shall commence reclamation in 

accordance with its approved reclamation plan (PRC, Sec. 2770(h)). 

 

(f) When approved, an interim management plan may remain in effect for a period not to 

exceed five years, at which time the planning commission may renew the plan for 

another period not to exceed five years or require the surface mining operator to 

commence reclamation in accordance with its approved reclamation plan (PRC, Sec. 

2770(h)). 

 

2. Review of an IMP by the county’s technical advisory committee (TAC) is considered 

appropriate, as TAC is charged with the review of reclamation plans pursuant to Lassen County 

Code Chapter 9.60.060(c) and an IMP shall be processed as an amendment to the approved 

reclamation plan pursuant to Chapter 9.60.120. Additionally, Chapter 9.60.040 requires that 

minor amendments be processed pursuant to Chapter 18.112, which calls for review of an 

amendment by TAC.  

 

3. The Lassen County Planning Commission approved the original Reclamation Plan #1999-102 

on April 5th, 2000.  

 

4. The Department of Planning and Building Services reviewed the proposed IMP and has found 

that it meets PRC, Section 2770(h) and Lassen County Code, Section 9.60.120. 

 

5. The proposed IMP was forwarded to the State of California Department of Conservation, 

Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) on November 2, 2021 for review, as required by PRC, 

Section 2774. Comments were received on December 1, 2021. Revisions have been made to 

address those comments. 

 

6. Pursuant to SMARA, PRC, Section 2770(h)(1), IMPs are not subject to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as they are not considered a “project” as defined by Section 

15378 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

 

8. The project, with the addition of the proposed conditions, adequately addresses site maintenance 

and management of environmental conditions, as required by Reclamation Plan #1999-102 and 

the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. 
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Conditions recommended by the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building 

Services are as follows: 

 

 

1. The site shall be monitored by the operator annually, at minimum, for signs of 

erosion, presence of noxious weeds, security and safety of the site, and any/all other 

condition issues identified by the operator or lead agency. 

 

 



 Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS,
USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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