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FROM: 
Maurice Anderson, Director

RE:

Merger #2020-001, SRL Farms, LLC
Project Description

MERGER #2020-001, SRL Farms, LLC. The applicant is proposing a merger between two parcels that together total approximately 88.8 acres. The subject parcels are zoned U-C-2-A-P (Upland Conservation/Resource Management District, Agricultural Preserve Combining District) and are designated “Extensive Agriculture” by the Lassen County General Plan, 2000. Parcel 1 does not have an address, while Parcel 2 is located at 488-505 Highway 395; both parcels are located along U.S. Highway 395, approximately 6 miles north of the intersection of Smoke Creek Ranch Road and U.S. Highway 395. Parcel 1: APN 093-130-04. Parcel 2: APN 093-130-28. Staff Contact: Stefano Richichi, Senior Planner 
The Planning Division of the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services finds as follows:
1. The applicant has submitted Merger Application #2020-001, proposing a merger of two parcels that together total approximately 88.8 acres.
2. Currently, Parcel 1 is approximately 8.8 acres in size, while Parcel 2 is currently 80 acres in size.
3. The subject parcels are zoned U-C-2-A-P (Upland Conservation/Resource Management District, Agricultural Preserve Combining District).
4. Pursuant to the Lassen County General Plan, 2000, the subject parcels have an “Extensive Agriculture” land use designation.
5. There is no record of any existing improvements on Parcel 1. Parcel 2 contains a manufactured home, septic system, and well.
6. The proposed merger is consistent with the Lassen County General Plan, 2000 and the zoning standards set forth in Title 18 of the Lassen County Code.
7. The following policies from the general plan pertain to the proposed merger:

· 9. ISSUE: Agricultural Land Uses
· GOAL L-16: Conservation of productive agricultural lands and lands having substantial physical potential for productive agricultural use, and the protection of such lands from unwanted intrusion of incompatible land uses and conversion to uses which may significantly obstruct or constrain agricultural use and value.
· LU40 POLICY: The County recognizes… the potentially important agricultural values of some of the areas designated “Extensive Agriculture”… for rangeland grazing and other agricultural purposes.

· Implementation Measure LU-Y: Land designated “Extensive Agriculture” in the Land Use Element shall be zoned “U-C”, Upland Conservation District, “U-C-2”, Upland Conservation/Resource Management District” or “A-3”, Agricultural District.

· 10. ISSUE: Open Space Lands
· GOAL L-17: The protection and appropriate management of open space lands and related natural resources.
· 6. Rangeland

· GOAL N-12: To manage the resources of rangeland areas within Lassen County by maintaining healthy, diverse ecosystems while encouraging and providing for multiple use of resources which contribute to the economic stability of the County’s citizens.

· NR39 POLICY: To protect the extensive resource values of rangeland areas, the County will support the maintenance of relatively large parcel sizes by discouraging small, isolated land divisions without appropriate justification.

· NR43 POLICY: The County typically recognizes and designates rangeland areas as “Extensive Agriculture”.

8. Lassen County Code Section 18.69.050(a) states:

Minimum lot size. The proposed size of newly created parcels shall be consistent with the intent of the applicable general plan land use designation, but shall not, except as otherwise provided in this title, be less than eighty acres, or as specified in a project for which a use permit has been secured.

9. The requirements for Mergers in Lassen County are established by Lassen County Code, Title 16, Chapter 16.40. Voluntary mergers that are initiated by property owners are operatively completed under Title 16, Chapter 16.12, Section 16.12.040, of the Lassen County Code (Lot Line Adjustments).   

10. The Technical Advisory Committee shall approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove this merger application pursuant to Lassen County Code Section 16.12.040.
The Planning Division of the Lassen County Department of Planning and Building Services recommends the following conditions be placed on the project if approved:

1. None.
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