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Lassen County
Department 

of 
Agriculture
Our Mission

The Agriculture Commissioner promotes 
Lassen County agriculture production by 

protecting it from injurious pests & diseases, 
to ensure the safety and wholesomeness of food 

and other products for the consumer, and to 
build consumer and business confidence in the 

market place through the maintenance of 
equity.

Personnel
Craig Hemphill, Interim Agricultural 
Commissioner, Sealer/Deputy Sealer

Tina Hilburn, Agricultural Biologist II
Dan E. McDonald, Building & Weed Spray 

Foreman/Maintenance
Cheryl Lauritsen, Agricultural Biologist I

Lysandra Lilburn, Seasonal
Robin Skeleton, Seasonal

Al Howe, Seasonal
Kim Olson, Seasonal

Dorothy Earll, Seasonal
Red Shepherd, Seasonal Lassen	County

Board	of		Supervisors
Bob	Pyle,	Chairman																											District	1

Jim	Chapman																																								District	2

Larry	Wosick District	3

Brian	Dahle																																											District	4

Jack	Hansen District	5





Top 10 Lassen County Crops
2010

RANK
COMMODITY VALUE 2009 

RANK

1 All Hay $29,251,080 1

2 Livestock $19,596,755 2

3 Strawberry Plants $10,537,590 3

4 Pastureland $4,873,859 4

5 Timber $4,686,859 5

6 Garlic Seed $1,559,800 6

7 Misc. Nursery Crops $1,000,000 8

8 Mint $985,230 9

9 Wild Rice $428,655 10

10 Alfalfa Seed $375,784 7



YORK RANCH 1912
Photo courtesy of Tim Purd;y



DATA FROM 50 YEARS AGO (1960)

*Plants in units of 1,000



Sample of wool pelts from Lassen 

County sheep. 

Photo courtesy of Sonja Hemphill



The Fernley & Lassen Railroad, built in 1913, can be credited with 
development of the timber industry in Lassen County. Red River 
Lumber was the first of several sawmills to be established in the 
area. Recognized for establishing the town of Westwood to support 
its huge logging operation, it was the largest electrical sawmill of 
its time. Eventually the Lassen Lumber and Box Company and 
Fruit Growers Company saw mills were built in Susanville where 
they operated for several decades. In May of 2007, the last sawmill 
in Lassen County, owned and operated by Sierra Pacific 
Industries, was closed down due to lack of available timber.

Sierra Pacific Industries and Fruit Growers Supply Company still 
have logging operations in Lassen County along with W. M. Beaty 
and Associates, Inc. although all of their logs are shipped to mills 
in other areas. 
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5 YEAR SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION 
VALUES

10 YEAR COMPARATIVE
PRODUCTION VALUES

2006               2007                2008               2009               2010
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